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Bag Fa daphy: anjeinted in 
| Humane:Nature zahd haying a-great 
Power bver it, and:baingmode nota- 
ply diplayedi mehe preſentiAge., ts become 
the Grand Inteftſt \of 1Stites,, andralmoſt 
of af] man} though- riot after the ſamernan+ 
ner, nor upon the ſame Groundsand Mo- 
tives.: /For.this cauſe, whether 2t domes un 
Fruth :or in Shew only;-ir is found! to 
rule and turn about! the: great, Aﬀairs of 
the. World. And though manythings of 
different-nature;, |may, Jhave) great-anflu- 
ence on the State of this: Kingdom, : yet 
_ and Matters : off Conſtience dvi- 
A 2 dently 
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The Preface. 


- evidently, appear to have the greateſt. The 
diſtinguiſhing 'of ' Perſons for the fayour 
or disfavour of the Times; yea, the ve- 

Names of Diſcrimipazion paſs upon 


4 agcou eligious Differences. "The 
Adiye. ayer; fy ts ke aps of men, 
is hereby chiefly {wayed in their Mori- 
ons; and;'their Hffectjons:move more'imy 
portunxrey: inci One /then:in'dll their 
otheri Concernments, 3! 'Wherefore © if a 
Settlement. may. be found: out , which may 
acconmodate alk -chioſe |Nartied>1or Peri4 
fwafions;, ini whichthe Peaceof rthe [Nas 
tion'i bound: up; it will prove the un- 
doubred Inrereft of this State. :o'And 
ſuch a; Settlement be likewile:found to be 
the true and found. ſtatecof [Reeligion, it 
muſt [needs be. acceptable to the »faithfub 
Setvants of Chriſt , and aha: true: —_ 
of - their Country. . 3632, orls no 599519 

Now the Adventure of this: Diſcgurſ 


a IS 


The Preface. 
is to Aſert, That Reformed Chriſtianity 
rightly flated, and ſetled m its due Latitude, 
is the Stability and . Advancement of the 
Kingdom of England. Nothing is here 
ſuggeſted for Politick : Ends, te corrupt 
the Purity ,. or enervate the Power of Rc- 
ligion, or to leſſen Charity; but the Fa- 
therly Compaſſion of Rulers, and the 
mutual Brotherly Condeſcention of all 
Chriſtians, required by- the Law of 
Chriſt, and ſome Connivence in caſe of 
inſuperable Neceſſities, and that- for the 
Truth's ſake, is here propounded. Ept- 
ſcopacy is not undermined, nor any other 
Form of Government here infinuated ; 
only a Relaxation of the Preſcribed Uni- 
formity , and ſome Indulgence to Dilſent- 
ers. of Sound Faith, and Good Life, is 
 ſubmiſſivety offered to the Conſideration 
of our Superiors. All Pragmacical Ar- 
rogance, preſuming to give Rules ro Go- 
Ver- 


T.he Preface. 
vernours, -and to teach them what to do, - 
is carefully avoided; only the Poſſi bility, 
Expediency,, and- Necell ty.of 'Modera- 
tion, 'is repreſented, ' And it is humbly 
defi red, That- this Honeſt Intention in 
purſnance of 'Peace, may find” a; 1-favou- 


rable Teexeption, 
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The, Contents. 


Hy ER. r. The Religion of this Realm , and Three different 
0 parties of moit important conſideration., The Prote- 
ſtants of the Chxrch of England , .the Proteſtant Non- 
conformilts, avud the Papiſts.. oh eo | 
SeQ. 2, The Behaviour and Pretenſion of the Papifh Party in 
þ theſe frames. PIN | 
Sec. 3. \Tbet Popery.difpoſetb Snbje&rto Rebeltron. . 
Seft. 4. That it perſecutes all other Religions within tavrexch, 
Secs 1. 7has where/oever it fudsi Exconr agement;3t reſtleſs, 
till it hears SY it, ar buth put al/ mrs th an 
Set, ti: The Papiſts . Pretenſion'of. Loyalty and Nerit in the 
Kings Cauſe, examined. 
Seft. 7. The reſult of the whole Diſcourſe touching the Popiſh 
Party. 
Sedt. * That the Reformed Religion makes good Chriſtians, 
arid good SubjeFs. | " 
Sect. 9. The Reformed Religion is the permanent Intereſt of 
this Kingdom,. 
Sect. 10. 7t is for the behosf of | Religion and true Piety, and 
»s fr the. Intereſt of this State... That Beformed Chriſtianity 
"be ſetled in its full Extent. Cho hacks a. ol 
Sed. 11. How momentous in the Ballance of the Nation thoſe 
| '--—_ are, that diſſent from the preſent Eccleſiaſtical 
| 2 
| SeQt. 12. The Extirpation of the Diſſemers is both difficult 
anaunnprofitable. 
py 13. The Repreſentation of this Difficulty js no threat- 
\ zing t0 Rulers, or intimation of Kebeuion. Re 
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The Contents. 
Set. 14. The ſetling of the Nation by an Eitablifhed Order, « 
Toleration, and a Connivence. | 
Set. 15. Of the Eſtabliſhed Order in Religion, and the Mod: 
ration therein required. 
Sect, 16. Whether the Diſſenters are capable of being brought 
into ſuch a Comprehenſion. | 
Sect. 17. ory Thee in the widened Eſtabliſhment, is the 
ſafety of Religion. 
Seq, 18. Of Toleration and Connivence. 
Se, 19. Diſſemers of narrow and-rigid Principles, adviſed 
' to Moderation. | ; 
Seft. 20. This comprehenſive ſtate of Religion , further conſi- 
| dered, with reſpetF to Three Important Intereſts : Firſt , To 
that of the King... et) iy! | bo 
SeQ- 21. . Secondly, Tothe Intereſt of the Churth and Clergy. 
Seft. 22. Thirdly, Tothe Intereſt of the Nobility and Gentry, 
Sect. 23. Thegeneral Security that comes by this Latitude. 
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DISCOURSE 


RELIGION of ENGLAND. 
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SECT. I. 


The Religion of this Realm, and three different Parties of 
moſt important conſideration; The Proteſtants of the 
Church of England , the Proteſtant Nonconformiſts, aud 
the Papilts. 


v 


HE Religion of Erglazd conſidered, not only as 
eſtabliſhed by Law, but as rooted in the Nation, 
and generally embraced , is that which is called 
Proteftant , and is no other then Chriſtianity re- 

covered out of the Antichriſtian Apoſtacy, and reformed 
from the Corruptions of later Ages, after the Primitive Pu- 
rity; receiving the holy Scriptures as the perfect Rule of 
Chriſtian Faith and Life. 

Howbeit, in this Realm there be three different Parties 
of molt important conſideration : The firſt confiſts of thoſe 
Proteſtants that zealouſly adhere to the Engliſh Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Polity, and call themſelves the Chxrch of England. The 

B | ſecond 


< 


Ed] 
ſecond fort is of theſe-- Proteſtants that receive the Do- 
G&rine of Faith contained in the Articles of Religion, but 
are diflatisfied in the form of Ecclefiaſtical Policy,” Theft 
by their Adverſaries have been ufually called Puritans, The 
third is of thoſe that utterly reject the Reformation, and 
remain united to the Pope astheir Spiritual Head, and call 
—_— DO Ml Fg 

greupon an impert inl-{erioug Oblerver, reſpecting..the 
CommonGog tay beladbced $0 make inquity i 
agretable 0r41{-harmonlouveach of.thefe Three areto the 
Publick Weal; as alſo, What proportion they bear to 
each other 3 and whether thoſe under the Legal Eſtabliſh- 
mentzoythe DNſenters, preponderitt in the Ballance ofithe 
Nation; or whether the Eſtabliſhed preponderate in that 
degree which is requilite in true reaſon of Govern- 
ment, | 


SECT. ill . - 


The Behaviour antd Pretenſions of the POPISH Party in | 


" theſe Times. 


fl: HE Roman-Catholicks in England, conſidered not | 


barely in their Number, butin their Rank'ad Qu 
Itty, being Rich 404 Powerful; atd Strong in Alliancgg,are 
very momentous, and ſeem to be capable of great Deltgns, 
eſpecially in conjunQtion with Foreign Intereſts. _ 

In theſe times they have taken miuch Libetty and Bold- 
neſs, with an undiſturbed Security ,-and lately Have been 
obſeryed to be more then ordinarjly ative,” jocund and 
confident of the effect of their Mutual Correſpondencics, 
and manifold paſſages of dangerous appearance have been 
every where ſpoken of; inſo much that the Nation hath ta- 


— 
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kenan Alarm, and the PARLIAMENT judged the Mat- | 


ter worthy of their Search, and appointed -a Committee to 
receive Informations, This 


(3) 

This Party bath high pretenſians pf Merit towazds the 
King ,: and'all that are called Keoyali;/t+; -ayd they ſock 
apparently more thgn Indulgence ang Safety , ;even High 
Power and Truſt , As if -they were the true and ſure Cont- 
dents of this State. Such Claims as theſe, challenge a ſe- 
rious Debate. For a Charge of a high nature ( as them- 
ſelves have taken notice )) hath been of, a-long time. pro- 
ſcented againſt Popery, viz. That it diſpoſeth Subjetts fo Re- 
bellion. That it perſecutes all other Religzons within its reach. 


G+2t whereſoever it finds iuconragement, it is reſtleſs , till it 


bear down all, or hatb put ally Diſorder, THI they makea 
better Defence then the workd hath yet ſeen, we take-;the 
juft liberty of infiſting upon #bis-Chazge , and examining 
tirſt, How benign or ſafe the influencejof Popery is. upon 
any State or Kingdom whatſoever 3 and then how it doth 
comport with the State of England, whoſe Balis is the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, ſetled'by Law, and by length-of sime ge- 
nerally ſpted, and deoply nooted-in the \Natiap, \and 4o- 
lemnly and conſtancly:avowediby Pxince and;People. | 


SECT, HI. 
That POPERT 'diſpoſeth Swbjeds to: Rebelion. 


V 'T Hat'hath'been (the conftane prattice of 'the 
V Y © Popes, whoare the Headiof the RomaniFaith, 
the Univerſal conſent of Hiſtory bears record. . What 'con- 
[tual thundering of Excommunications/'hath -ſoutded 
'throughout the Chriſtian world ih-all. Ages," init the bo- 
girining of 'the Papal Reign, againſt Kings, Emperors;-tnd 
other Princes and States that preſumed to-Uifpute thels Di- 
<tares ,” or croſstheir'Dofigns, to the loofing of Subjects 
fromthe Bonds of Allegjance, and the-depoling of '/Sove- 
-iigns? What unexampled'-Abaſement{himhthelmperial 
Majeſty ſuffered in rhe Perſons of ſfuntlry Etmpeyors;by pro- 

2 digious 


(4) 
digious inſtances of Papal Pride 3 which, though enough 
. - toltir up the indignation of mankind, are applauded by fa- 
\mous Writers, Champions of the _— of Rome? , The 
Popes Temporal Dominions began an@grew up in Rebel}i- 
on and Uſurpation, for which cauſe they. have nouriſhed 
Factions, and filled the world with Warrs and Tumults,and 
maintained moſt outragious and tedious Conflicts with ma- 
ny: Emperors, eventill they had crippled and broke the 


back of the-Empire it ſelf. 


And theſe practices are juſtified by their Decretals an 


Canons, and Divines of greateſt Authority, and ſome of 
their Councils, aſcribing to the Pope a Power of Depoſing 
Princes that are Heretical, or favourers of Hereticks. The 
Jeſuits Doftrine of KING-KILLING , . hath made them 
odious; and if ſome paſlages can be alledged out of their 
Writings againſt — the Lives of Princes, their 
declared meaning is, T hat a King depoſed by the Pope, be- 
comes Tirinxw titulo, and is no morea Lawtful King, and 
then what follows, is eafily underftood. Thoſe of the 
Church of Aome that diſavow theſe things, ſhould mind 
their contradiction to the Faith they own, in leaving their 
Popes, Divines. and Canoniſts in a point of ſuch import- 
ance. But how potent the influence of the Court of Rowe, 
and the Agency of" the Jeſuirs is for the diffuſing of thoſe 
Principles into the molt and chiefeſt of the Komar-Catho- 
licks ,..is not unknown, - 
If the undiſturbed Government of the Emperor , and 
.of the King of: Spaiz in later times, be brought forth as an 
inſtance of: the Loyalty of Popiſh Subjeds, or an argument 
of the'foundneſs of Popiſh Principles; it muſt be confi- 
dered, That the Houſe of Axſtria have made their devo- 
tion tothe See of Rome, their grand and appropriate In- 
' tereſt, and that See hath a main dependance on thoſe Prin- 
ces; and both it and they have the ſame 'aftive Votaries 
| through- 
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(s) 
throughout Chriſtendom the Jeſuits and their Adberents. 
As for the Kingdom of France , the: State af Venice, and 
othersacknowledging the' Popes Headſhip, they have had 
enough to do, and they would have-more, if either them- 
ſelves were weak, and leſs formidable to the Pope, ar the 
Popes lightning and thunder were now as dreadful as in for- 
mer Ages. Evenin Popiſh Countreys the abuſes of Papal 
Power, and the Intrigues and, Intereſts of the Court of 
Rome area little better diſcerned; therefore thoſe Princes 
and States can make the better terms for themſelves: yet it 
cither the former degree of ignorance and ſtupid devotion 
to that See, ſhall return upon their people, arthe like oc- 
calions of embrejling or breaking States, ſhall revive, they 
muſt accept the Popes conditions, and ſubmit to the former 
oke, TEES ; 

f But if the Princes.of that Profeſtidn canin this our more 
knowing Age, with much ado hold their Subjets in obedi- 
ence, againſt the Ads of Homes yet thequeſtion concern- 
ing England remains intirxe, Whether a Proteſtant Prince 
can with good reaſon contide or: repoſe himſelf in the Loy - 
alty of his Popiſh Subje&s?..and more! eſpecially , Whe- 
ther the fore-mentioned Popiſh Claims.do in. any wiſe 
comport with the State of England, whoſe Baſis is the Pro- 
teſtant Religion ? | 9” bd 

No other Religion gives the Prieſts ſuch an. Empire over 
the Conſcience, as the Popiſh doth. The Principles of 
that Belief, and the Order and Frame of that Church, are 
direded tothisend , and the people are miſerably inthral- 
led tothe will of their Clergy: By Auricular Confeſſion 
the Prieſts have a conſtant inlet into the hearts of: men, by 
10joyning Penances and works of Devotion, they exercile 
a ſpiritual Dominion over them, Hereby they have dayly 
opportunity, and advantage enoughto excite them to any 
notable Exploits for the Catholick Cauſe ; unto-which _ 
O 


(4) 
of ſervices they! fix. an Opinion of theohigheſt Merit, piehier 
for diſcharge fromthe pains of: Purgatory.z2orftor the | ac+ 
ueſt of 'a greater Rewatd in Gl y 2 ';YFea, difiolute per- 
fro may be calily.drawarto fuch-Atrempts, in: hope of ma - 
king compenſation for'a looſe and' lewd lifes and when 
they ſuffer for Sedition or Treaſon; they are held 'to ac4 
quire the gloty of Martyrs and Confellors. Add heres 
unto their Belluine hatred of Hereticks, and vile eſteem 
of their perfons: And in all this, their Church's ſuppoſed 
Infallibiliry wartants this blind obedience, and brutiſh con- 
fidence. - '/And:to make void-all the ſecurity that canbe gi- 
ven between Prince and'people , the Pope 'under prexetce 
of Equity and Neceflity', undertakes to difpence with 
Oaths, and- with all Lays both Civil and Divine. Be- 
ſides all this , there is the Jeſuits peculiar Diſcipline, moſt 
exquitite for. blind > 0 and A; and conſc- 
uently, for any:preat | mg SHALL 
8 TE Elfiont progrottioks; df vhing tQ-come. 
1 41,10 © 2May Englaxds ceonſtantExperiencebe 
* Ih the, [Keigy of = )crqken for Evidence inthe caſe*, The 
he EN 05m): Reignof. Queen Elizabeth, after the 
fot tecovery off theMab711:iProteftatit Reformation had gotten 
0" -:13 +; 2ilgd 310i! 'theftared poſteſinorvot this Kingdom, 
was infeſted with a continued ſucceſſion and ſeries of 
Treaſons, i for tho-;re-introducingi of Papery , carried on 
by thgiEngliſb Papilbs with: an indefatipable-and implacs- 
ble Spivirt;, )proccbdingsfrom::Cauſecs peculiar tb- that /Re- 
Jp10ng; viii 51, fer 2173 11:1 OT D939): i012 
During the firft ten ytars;they eotiformet} tothe Church 
of England; but afterwards ,-'to'teſtifie their ' union'with 
the Pope, they became'ia divided'party in this State. For 
therhthe Queentbeing found unamoveable, the Pope publſh- 
ed. his Dedlarncory Sentence againſt Her , by-whith a}l;Her 
$uBjeds'wereubſolved from the Oathiof Allengiance, and 


an 


67) 
an Anithemadenounced againſt thoſe that thenceforth obey 
Her; ''The Popiſh Rebellion in the North breaks out, 
Many 'horrid atterhfits of Violence upon Her Majeſtics 
Perſ6#/;- were- plotted one after another for many. years 
together, as that of Dr. Story, of Parry, of Ardex and So- 
mervile, of Throgmorton, 'of Babingetox and his Complices, 
beſides the concttrrent Commetion in- vil: 
Trelarid *; In theſe ſeveral Trehfons, - * Dr. Parry confeſſed that 
many of the Seminary Prieſts were Þ/9s. wp. lp wr 
—_ _ active. Thegreat and troubled in | Conlclende 
tled Deſign, was the advancing of 2% 't », U ne nad Tea 
the Queen -= Scots, to the'C aw. ot De This Pe ces —_ 
England; wherein were: ingaged the communicate for Herebe, 
Pope;, and: Spaniard, and 'Freneh Kinedomh be, icy pre, of 
King, and Dukeof Gniſe, in conjun- Book , he ſaid, did vehe- 
tion with the Engliſh Papiſts, making Tentlycxcite him to pro- 
uſe of ' her Title to ſet on foot thoſe en ers 
mahy Weiperſe Enterpriſes againſt the Queen, 1), 
After the deith of*-the-Queen?of Seors y they ' raiſed a 
new Titleto the Crown-in the'Houſe of Spain. The me- 
mory of Pighth Eight, will be aneyerlaiting Monument 
of Papiſtical Cruelty and' Treaſon, ' Cardinal  AZer- the 
firſt founder'or procurer of theFoteign Seminaries,a perſon 
admired as welt by the Secular Prieſts, as Jefuits, penned a 
Treatiſe with all the Rhetorick he had, to excite the Engliſh 
Catholicks to joyb with the Spaniards. Among the For- 
ces in the Low-Corntries prepared for this Invalion, were 
ſeven hundred Engliſh Fugitives. After the Spariſh Arma- 
do was diflipated, the Jeſuits had not done. They would 


have ſtirred up the Eatl of Derby to allume the Title of the 
Kingdom; they plotted the poyſoning of the Queen by 
Lopez her Phylicians they excited Villains todiſpatch her 
by bloody hands, and they never left ſoliciting the King of 
Spain, till be twice attempted another Invaſion, , In thoſe 
” t1mes 
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times Parſons his Book of Titles was famous , wherein he 


ſet up divers Competitors for the .Crowm' ,, preferring-the 
Infanta before all others, and (lighting King James his Ti- 
tle, as having but few Favourers, and. little. accounted by 
Catholicks. | | 

The Roman party could: be provoked to theſe miſchiefs 
by no other impulſe thenthe impettious cal of their Su- 
perſtition. Some of their own did"'then-publih to the 
world their important Conſiderations, to, move all true 
Catholicks to acknowledg , That the proceedings of Her 


Majeſty and the State, with them , ſince the beginning of 


Her Reign, had beenmild and merciful. In the ſeveral 
times of thoſe: miſchievous defignments, though ſome 
prieſts were executed.,.yetthole that were found mode- 
rate in their Examinations, obtained Mercy , and a gieat 
number of them that by Law were obnoxious to death, 
were ſpared frem that extremity, andonly baniſhed. Ir is 
true, that cextainSecular prieſts didjgypute all thole I rear 
ſons'to: the Jeſyitsand their Adherents,, and fully charged 
them with .all the: aforefaid matters of Fact, in'tterms of 
higheſt aggravation, acquitting all. other Catholicks. But 
it muſt be noted, that the: Jefuits were in greateft reputati- 
on; and had the predominant influenceuponthe Engih;Pa- 
pii#cin general;and (as.appears by the Seculars loud Com- 
plaiats,) had fach a power of; di poſing the Alms colle&- 
ed for their priſoners, and other ſufferers, that ſuch as com- 
plied not with their purpolſ-s, were debarr'd of relief, and 
pined for want. And by their counſels, the, Foreign Se- 
minaries, thoſe Nurſeries of Ditloyalty were wholly ſway- 
cd. And*cis obſervable, T hat the agrieved Seculars never 
publiſhed their pretended abhorrency of theſe Treaſons, 
til! they were over-paſt, and themſelves, being driven to 
deſpair by the Jeſuits potency , were forced to take ſhelter 
under a great Prelate of the Church of England. 
R The 
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The ſame Spirit of Diſloyalty was as .aGtive and vigorous 
in that Kings time, who at his firſt entrance , found himſelf 
excluded from Title to the Crqwn, by, two Papal . Breves, 
the ground-work of that Infernal Plot of matchleſs Vit- 
lany and Cruelty, the GUNPOWDER-TREASON. After 
the defeat of which horrid Conſpiracy , the Projeds of 
Rome proceeded not in ſuchdown-right Rebellions, which 
always miſcarried z but in ways. mor ſecretly undermining 
Religion, and as truly deſtructive tothe Intereſt of King 
and Kingdom, 


; SES. M-...i7 
That it Perſecutes all other Religions withm its reach. 


HE ſecond Branch of the Charge againſt Popery, is, 
That it perſecutes all other Religions within its reach. 
In the Church of Rowe, for many by-paſt Ages, the Meck- 
neſs of Chriſt, and the Doveslike natuze-of his Spouſe hath: 
not appeared , but the Cruelty of that | great Whore that 
was drunken with the Blood of the Saints, and of the Mar-' 
tyrs of Jeſus. All that caſt off her yoke', and difown her 
pretended Infallibility, are with her no better then Here- 
ticks, though they intirely ownall the Articles of the Chri-, 
(tian Faithreceived by the ancjent Church., And Hereticks' 
are eſteemed more vile then dogs;z and it ,is heldi metitori- 
ous to abuſe and torment them. Her Laws have made their 
puniſhment to be the ſharpeſt kind of death, Burning alive 
inexorably inflie '. By this Rowgſo Wrath and Fury were 
Three hundred Martyrs ſacrificed jn Queen Mares time, for: 
not believing the Sacramental Brend to be turned into - the: 
Subſtance of Chriſts _ , againſt the moſt clear and di- 
ſtint perception and reaſon of all Mankind. 
But can humane Nature heax, without borror, the report; 
of. that diretul Confiſtory, Ealledithe Hip a 
> | nile 
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bliſhed in thoſe Countries where Popery is in full ſway, 
Doubtleſs that Church whoſe Rel; jowOrders in a folemn 
and Sacred Judicatory, ſhall commit fuch horrid Outrages 
as are indeed atted by thoſe Infernal Judges, upon pretence 
of Juſtice and Piety, muſt needs be a School of Univerſal 
Creelty for all her Adherents. 

The Poprfþ hath outgone the Pager Cruelty. What Trea- 
chery and Villany hatty been'ated! What barbarous In- 
= Lp have btenoffered in wavs as immodeſt and ſhame- 
leſs,. as outragious and mercileſs, upon pretence of zeal a- 
=—_ Hereticks! What varieties of ſtrangely-deviſed 

orments have been inflifted upon the Servants of Chriſt, 
without ſparing:Age, Sex, or Condition! Nor hath ſuch 
work been done onely in our Age or Country, but in all 
Ages ſucceflively, and Countries univerſally, that were im- 
bued with Rowrſp Principles: Witneſs the _ {laughters 
of the Waldenſes , the-perſecutions of the Bohexrian Bre- 
thren, and of many othersthroughout Chnttendom in the 
former Apes: - Aujl | (ince ' Proteſtart-Reformation , how 
have the Komiſh-Zealots filled Europe with the f{laughters 
of Chriſtians within their reach, in France, Germany,Spain, 
Ttaly, England, Scotland, the Netherlands, In Ireland, 
Piedmont and Poland , their Cruelty is: freſh in memory. 
And the flain cannot be numbred for multitude; they were 
killed by Thouſands, Ten'thouſands, Hundred thouſands, 
at one and the fame Perſecution. And the Tragedies have 
been acted where the Name of Proteſtant was well known, 
ea, wherc Proteſtants were under the ſhelter of the Law. * 
or the Jeſuits tinceflantly ftir up the Princes tofall upon 
their people againſt Law, and without provocation gizen, 
and after things have been ſetled,to break their Agreements 
withthcm. And the Pope himſelf is theContriver or Applau- 
der of theſe Miſchiefs, and the ſuccesful execution there- 
of, is receivedat Kowe with joy and-triumphb,/as —_ 
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therers in the Pariſian Maſhcre were highly extolled b 
the Pope, and rewarded with ſuch ſpiritual Graces as his 
Holinels uſeth ta beſtow. | 


SECH. V. 


That whereſoever —_ ——_— it is reſtleſs, till it 
bears down all before it, or hath put all in diſorder. 


MG we jadg by theſe things, how a Party devoted to 
the See of Rowe, are to be truſted and cherifh:d in 
a Proteſtant Nation, who mind the ſecuring of themſelves 
and their poſterity, from the ſharpeſt Perſectitionsz eſpe- 
cially conlidering the T hird'Branch of the Charge, That 
in any State, where they find advant 1ge, or fit matter to 'work 
_ are reſtleſs, till they bear down all, or put all in 

ray. 2, 3 " 
ibs ery hath'its formed Combinations; and ſeeked Corre- 
ſpondencies over all Chriſtendom, under the Shpreme Di- 
rection and Government of the Congregation at'Rdmre,'for 
the propagation cf the Faith 3 which ſent over ſwarms of 
Seminary Prieſts, Jeſuits, and Fryers of all ſorts, who made 

their Hives in England. , HY DIV 199008 
The ſeveral PAXLTAMENTS of the later times of King 
James , repreſented to the King how the Popiſh Recuſants 
had dangerouſly increafed their Numbers and Infolencies, 
having great expeQation from the Treatres with Spajin,and 
the interpofing of _—_ Princes for Indilgence to them 
bow they openly and utually: refgtted to the'Cluyrehesand 
Chappels of Foreign Ambaſſadors, their more'then uſual 
concourſe to the City, and their frequent ' Conventicles 
and Conferences there 3 how theit chitdren-were educated 
in many Foreign Serminaries appropriated to the Freliſh 
Fugitives 3 what ſwarms of *Priefisan@Feſtrirs tame: into 
the Land ; many Popiſh and 8editivtix Books liechtioully 
C 2 print- 
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Pinted and diſperſed. From which Cauſes,”.as from bitter 
. Roots, moſt dang-rous Effects both to Church and State 
would follow. For the Poviſh.Religion is: incompatible 
with ours ; it draws with it an unavoidable dependance up- 
on Foreign Princes ; it opensa wide gap for popularity in 
any who thall draw too great a party 3 It hath a reſtleſs ſpi- 
rit, and will ſtrive by theſe gradations, If it once get con- 
nivance, it will preſs for Toleration 3 if that ſhould be 
_ obtained, it muſt, have an Equality 3 from'thence it will 
aſpire to a Superiority, and-never rett till it hath wrought 
the ſubverſion of true Religion, | 
In the ſeveral PARLIAMENTS of King Charles the Firſt, 
not one Publick Grievance Was more inſiſted on, then the 
Growth of POP EAT. In the Third PARLIAMENT 
of that King, at a Conference. between. the Lords and 
Commons about Popifſh Recuſants, one of the Principal 
Secretaries of, State-{pake thus: ' (Give me leave to tell 
* you whatT1 know , That Theſe now both yaunt at home, 
© and write to, their Friends abroad, they hope all will 
* be well, and doubt not to prevail, and win ground upon 
Tus: Anda little to awaken the Care and Zeal of our 
©©[ earned and Grave Fathers, it is fit that they take notice 
* of that Hierarchy, whichis already Eſtabliſhed in com- 
* petition with their Lordſhips: For they have already a 
*- Biſhop conſecrated by the Pope. This Biſhop hath his 
5. ſubalternate Officers of all kinds, as Vicars General, 
& Arch-Deacons , Rural Deans, Apparitors , and ſuch like 
© neither are theſe nominal and titular Officers alone., but 
© they all execute their Jurifdiction,and make their ordina- 
* ry Viſitation throughout the Kingdom, keep Courts, and 
6 es Ecdeſiaftical Cauſes; and, which is an argu- 
© ment of more conſequence, they keep ordinary intelli- 
© gence by their Agents at Rame, and hold correſpondencies 
<« with the Nuncio's.and Cardinals both at- Brexels, and in 
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& France. Neither are the Seculars alone grown to this 
< height, but the Regulars are more aG:ve and dangerous, 
«© and have taken deep root. They have already planted 
« their Societies and Colledges of both Sexes. They have 
« ſetled Revenues, Houſes, Libraries, Veſtments, and all 
<« other neceſlary provilions to travel, or ſtay at home; nay, 
«<eyen at this time they intend to hold a concurrent Atlem- 
< bly with this Parliament. 

In Irelanda PopiſhClergy far more numerous then the Pro - 
teſtant, was in full exerciſe of all Bccleſtaſtical JuriſdiTion., 
by Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, Vicars,General officiatr, anc a Vie ar 
Apoſtolical, And they had a ſpecial Cardinal at Rome tor 
their Protector. 

Among other Projects, a Conſultation and Overture of 
reconciling England and Rome, was ſet on foot. Some of E- 
minency in the Church of Ergland, gave advantage to the 
Project, by declaring,. That only the Puritans among the 
Proteſtants, and the Jeſaits among the 2.piſts, obſtructed 
the Peace of _ ». Some prime Agent of the Pope, 
made a ſolemn ofter of a Cardinalſhip to Biſhop Laxd , at 
the time of his tranſlation to the See of Canterbury. Sans 
Fa Clara preſumed to dedicate his Book to the King,where- 
in the Articles of the Church of England were examined 
by the Romar Standard, and diſtorted to the ſenſe of the 
Council of -Trext. The Pope had Three Nuncio's, Panza- 


423, Corr, and Roſetz, ſucceſſively reliding in Exgland, to work 


apon this State by advantage of the Projctt of Reconcis 
liation. 

This Faction had many Irons in the Fire, and many ſtrings 
to their Bow. They had their Agents in Court, City and 
Country, They had their Spycsin the Houſes of great 
men, and ſuch as kept concinual watch over them that had 
the chicf ſway of Publick Afﬀairs. Their work was to 
raiſe and folter Jealoulies between: the King and His Peo- 


ple, 
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ple, ta caſt things into the hurry 'of Faftion, Prejudice and 
confuſed Motion, And whether the Court or Popular Fa - 
ction prevailed , they thought it equally advantagiaus ta 
their Deſigns, which was tounſcttle the preſent State, and 
work Mutations, Such Ircendiaries are the FaFfors of Rome, 
and ſuch bulte Exgizeers in the Confufions of 2 rp 
Can any that conliders the foregoing paſtages, doubt of the 
powerful and ſpecial Agency of the Court of Keme, in 
the Commotions that followed. A Venetian Agent in Ex- 
eland, intimate with Nuncio Paxzani, and privy to all his 
Negotiations, made this Obſervations 7f one may maks 
judgment of things future, by things paſt, this Realm fo divi- 
ded into many Fadtions in matter of Religion, and that of 
the Catholick increaſing daily, will in time be troubled and 
torn with Civil WWarrs. 


SECT. VI. 


The PAPISTS PE Loyalty and Merit in the King 5 
Canſe , Examined. 


WE great Plea and boaſting of the Romaniſts, is, 
Their pretenſion of Alerit in the' King's Canſe. The 
truth is, the Papiſts knew that the PARLIAMENT was 
fully bent, and deeply engaged againſt them, and there- 
tore deſpaired of any good to themſelves by a direct and 
open compliance with them, whatever undiſcerned influ& 
ence they might have on their Counſels: Sothat Neceſ- 
ſity made them to ſerve the King in that Warr, And they 
brought neither Succeſs nor Reputation to His Majeſties 
Afiairs; nor did He care to own their Aſſiſtance more then 
as juſtified by the preſent neceſfity, And they have little 
reaſon to upbraid the Proteftants with the ſcandal of that 
Warr; for whatſoever was alledged in defence thereof, 
by the PARLIAMENT and their Adherents, as much 


hath 
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hath been written by very Eminent School-men and Dg- 
@ors of the Roman Church , for the Intereſt of the people, 
and the Conſent of the Cities and the Peers in Defenſive 
Arms. Which they have written over and above their pe- 
culiar Principle of the Popes Univerſal Power of Depo- 
ſing Kings that are unfit for Government. 

As for the woful Cataſtrophe of thoſe Commotions, it 
hath been manifeſted to the world by fuch as undertook to 
juſtifie it, when Authority ſhould require : That the year be- 
fore the Kings death, a ſele& number of Jeſuits being ſent 
from their n hote Party in England, conſulted both the Fa- 
culty of Sorbon, ard the Conclave at Rome, touching the 
Lawſulneſs and Expediency of promoting the Change of 
Government, by making away the King, whom they de- 
(paired to turn from his Hereſte « Tt was debated and conclu- 
ded in both places, That for the Advancement of the Ca- 
tholick, Cauſe, it was Lawful and Expedient to carry on 
th.t Aiteration of State. This Determination was efle- 
Ctually purſued by many Teſuits that came over, and aft- 
ed their parts in ſeveral Diſguiles. After that execrable 
Fat was perpetrated on the Perſon of our Soveraign, if 
we may believe molt credible reports, there were many 
Witnelles of the great joy among the Fyxeliſh Conwents 
and Seminaries, and other companies of Papilts beyond 
Sea, as having overcome their great Enemy, and done 
their main work. 

Many of their Chief ones ſought the favour of the U- 
ſurpers, with offers of doing them ſervice, One of great 
note among them, ina Book entituled, Grounds of Obedi- 
ence and Gourrnment , undertook the ſulution of the 
Grand Caſe of thoſe Times: That if a People be diſſolved 
into the State of Anarchy, their Promiſe mad: to their ex- 

elled Governour , binds no more; they are remitted to the 
force of Nature to provide for themſelves. That the old Ma- 


giſtrates 


COUHAA 


(16) 
giſtrates Right, Fogg pou the Common Peace , and that js 
—rx5y (9 to his Kival, by the Title of Quiet Poſſcſſron, 
Conformably to theſe Principles, they addreſs their Pe- 
tition, To the Supreaw Authority, the PARLIAMENT of 
the Commonwealth of England. They attirmed, They had 
generally taken, and pundnu.illy kept the Engagement ; and 
promiſed , That if they might enjoy their Religion , they 
would be the moſt quiet and uleful SubjeFs. 

Of their Actings ſince His Majeſties Reſtauration, and 
the Jcaloulies and Rumours about them , let men judg 
as thcy find by the Evidences that are given. 


SECT. VIE 
The Reſult of the whole Dijcourſe touching the Popiſh Party. 


ND now let it be duly weighed, Whether the Pa- 

piſts of theſe Dominions have in Jater.times chang- 

ed their former Principles and Intereſts,. or have only ta- 
ken another method of greater Artifice and Subtilty , as 
the change of times hath given them direction and adv an- 
age, The ſcope of the whole preceding Diſcourſe, is to 
call in queſtion thoſe high xr-tenſions of theirs, and to 
croſs .their Aims at great Power and Truſt: But it is not 
directed againft the Security of their 'Perſons or- For- 
tunes,,' or any meet Indulgence. or Clemency' towards 
them. Let them have their Faith to themſelves, with- 
our being vexed with ſnares, or any affiicted; the State 
always providing to obviate the forementioned Princi- 
ples and Practices of Dilloyalty, and the diffuſing of the 
lcaven of their Superſtition, [The Inference of the whole 
is this, That they be not admitted toa capacity of evil and? 
dangerous influence upon the Affairs of the Kingdom, or of 
interrupting and perplexing the courſe of things that con- 
cern the publike, = TNT 1 
SECT. 
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SECT. - VII. 


That the Reformed Religion makes good Chriſtians, and 
good Subjects. 


h S true Religion is the moſt Noble End, ſo it is the 
A beſt Foundation of all Political Government. And 
it is the felicity, of the State of Ergland,.to reft upon this 
Baſis, even Reformed Chriſtianicy , or the Primitive and 
Apoſtolick Religion recovered out of the-Apoſtacy of the 
later times, and ſevered from that new kind of Pagariſm, or 
Pagano-Chriſtianiſm , under :which-it lay nwueh- opprefied 
and overwhelmed, but not extinguiſhed, Its wholſome Do- 
frine contained in its publick  Corifeflions, makes good 
Chriftians, and good £nbjeFs, It teacheth obedience to 
Civil Magiſtrates, without. the controle of any Superior 
or Collateral Power.-;, Nor s it concerneil; it dangerous 
Poſitions fall from the Pens:of -ſome: Writers, And not- 
withſtanding the Adverfaries Cavils.- the Divines of Au- 
thority and ſolid Reputation inthe Proteſtant Churches, 
do with a general Conſent maintain the Rights of Princes 
and SoveraignPowers, agaialt all Difobedience.- If any 
aberration in Practice, hath becn found ivits Profeſlors.; 1t 
isnot to be charged therewith , becauſe it condemns it; but 
the general practice inthis point , hath been conformable 
to the Doctrine. 7 
The Reformation in Ezglard, for its Legality and Or- 
derlineſs, is unqueſtionable.;; In Germany it was ſetled and 
defended by Princes and ftyge Cities, that governed their 
own Signiories and Territories ,- paying only a refpe&t of 
Homage to the Emperor. . -In Helvetia it began by the Se- 
nates of the Cartors..- -It was received in Geneva by that 
Republick, atter the CivilApverament had been retormed 
byiſtrong Papilts. ' IntkaiBrovigges of the Netberlandriit 
| D was 
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was ſpread many years before the Union againſt the $pan7- 
ard; which Union was not made upon the ſcore of Rel;- 
gion, but of State. The manner of its ocganng in Scot- 
land, is by ſome attributed to a National Diſpoſition , the 
aſperity and vehemency thereof, is ſaid to be greater in 


times of Popery, and to be much mitigated by the Refor- | 


ration. For France, we may take the Teſtimony of King 


JAMES , who was jealous enough tor the Power of Kings. 7 
He faid, That he never knew yet , that the French Prote- © 


ſtants took, Arms againſt their King. In the firſt Trou- * 


bles, they ſtood only upon their Defence z before they 
took Arms, they wereburned- and Maſlacred every where. 
The tirſt Quarrel'didnot begin for Religion , but becauſe 
when King Francis the Second was under Age, they had 
been the refuge of the Princes of the Blood expelled from 
the Court, who knew not elſe where to take Sanfuaryz and 
that it. ſhall not-be found that they made any other Warr. 
- Itis not for this Diſcourſe to intermeddle with all the 
Actions of Proteſtant Subjects towards their Princes, that 
have happened in Chriſtendom : Let them ſtand or fall by 
the Laws and Polity under which they live. Whenſoever 
they have been dilloyal , they have ſwerved from the 
known and received Rules of their Profeſlion. Through 


———— NI 
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the corruption of Mankind, Subje&ts of whatſoever per- : 


{waſion, are proneto Murmurings and Mutinies. Some- 
times Oppreſſion makes them mad. Sometimes a Jealouſie 
of Incroachments upon their Legal Rights and Liberties, 
raiſeth Diſtempers and Conteſts. And ſometimes an un- 
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bridled, wanton affedting of -inordinate Liberty , makes | 
them inſolent and licentious, - But over and above theſe | 


common Sources%f Rebellion, - Popery hath a peculiar 
one, andthat of the greateſt Force, the Conſcience of 
Religious Obligations, and the':Zeal of the Catholick 


Faith. Proteſtants have never diſswned their King for dif- | 
' ference | 
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ference in Religion , as the moſt of the Roman Catholicks 
of France dealt with Hewry the Fonrth, by the Popes in» 
ſtigation. Andin their greateſt Enormities, they have ne- 
ver attempted the Stabbing and Poyſoning of Princes 
that ſtood in their way , which the Jeſuits teach their Di- 
{ciples. 


SECT. IX, 


The Reformed Religion is the permanent Intereſt of this 
Kingdom, 


S the Proteſtant or Reformed Religion, is the true 
Primitive Chriſtianity, ſoit is the {table and perma- 
nent Intereſt of Ereland, and the ſure Foundation of its 
Proſperity. The King of England is the moſt Mighty 
Prince of this Profeſſion, and becomes the more Potent 
over Chriſtendom, by being the Head and Chief of the 
whole Prateſtant Party: And it 1s well known, That 
by the Support and Defence of this Cauſe, the Nation 
hath encreaſed in Honour , and Wealth, and Power. 
The Peoples rooted Averſneſs from Popery , is moſt ap- 
parent, and their Jealoufies work upon any more then uſu- 
al Infolence or Confidence of the Papiſts. The Royaliiſts 
as well as others, have been Allarm'd, and manifeſted 
their Zeal againſt it. And His Majeſties Averſneſs from 
it, is ſo fully declared by His Conſtancy amidſt Temp- 
tations, in the time of His Exile, and now ſince His Re- 
turn, that for His Honours ſake, it is made yery penal for 
any to ſuggeſt that He would introduce it 3 the Law pre- 
ſuming, I hat ſuch ſuggeſtion muſt needs proceed from an 
evil mind. 
And what Prince that hath caſt off the Popes yoke, 
would willingly come under it again? A Foreign States- 


man of the Komwar Profeffion ; hath obſerved it as a Barr 
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againſt the projeted Reconciliation betweet» England and 


Rome, That it could not be effected without Conceſtions on 
both (ides, contrary to the Maxims of both parties. This 
Realm (faith he) is perverſly addifed to maintain its own 
reſolute Opinion of Excluding the Popes Authority. And the 
Court of Rome is more ſollicitows to remove whatſocwer is 
contrary to its Temporal Grandure, then to extirpate ſuch 
Hereſies as this Realm.is infeted. with. To inſtance in 
that one point of the Approbation or Toleration of the 
Oath of Allegiancez though ſyme Catholick Doctors had 
with their Tongues and Pens maintained the lawtulneſs of 
that Oathz yer thereby ,,andby:Opening ſome other pots 
of high conſequence, they had ſo diſpleaſed the Pope, that 
could they have been catch't , they. were lure to have been 
burn'd or {trangled for it. But what allurement is there to 
diſpoſe the Monarchs of the Earth to ſubjeft themclves to 


CWES. 
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the Sacerdotal Empire of Rowe, or to endeavour an Aec- *! 


commodation with it? Hath Popery its advantages to di- 
{poſe Subjects to ſecurity and blind obedience? So it hath 
Its advantages to looſen the Bonds of Allegiance, and fo- 
ment Rebellion in Subjectsz when Proteſtancy ſeaſons 
them wich principles of unſtained Loyalty. A people 
nuzled in ignorance and ſuperſtition, are more eakly ſedu- 
ced from their obedience to Magiſtrates, and carried head- 
long by thoſe that have dominion over their Conſciences. 


But Underſtanding and Knowledg makes men confiderate, | 


and more caſily manageable by a jult and , pradent Go- 


verhment. | | 
As for the Clergy's Intereſt, though the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion doth not affect that exceſfive Pomp and Splendor of 


Church-men, which the Popilh doth ; yetit is taken for | 
- granted, That neither Conſcience nor Intereſt will permit 


the Biſhops and Clergy of England, tp unite to the See of : 
Rowe, Their Doctrine is too pure, aud their Judgment too | 
| ” nn clear þ 
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clear for a full compliance with Popery : And they know 
what it is to come under the Papal Yoke, to dive(t them- 
ſelves, and receive new Orders from Rowe. and to be dil- 
placed and ſet behind the Yeteran Soldiers of the Roman 
Camp, whoſe turns muſt be firlt ſerved, 


SECT. . &. 


It is for the behoof of Religion and trae Piety , and for the 
Intereſt of this State, That Reformed Chriſtianity be 
ſetledin its full Extent. 


F it be reſolved , That Proteſtancy is the truth of Chriſtia- 
nity, and alfo, the ftability of England; it tollows, [hat 
this Profcilion mult not be ttreightned and leflened, but 
inlarged and cheriſhed, according to its true Extent ; and 
the Rule and Square of the Eccleſiaſtical State, muſt be 
commenſurate thereunto. It (ſhould be the. meaſure of all 
mens Zeal and Activity in Rites and Opinions , whatſoe-: 
ver isnecellary to its ſupport and advancement, is conſtant- 
ly to be aflerted 3 and about things impertinent thereunto, 
contention ſhould utterly ceaſe. This is to advance the 
Kingdom of God among men, and toencreale the Church's 
glory upon earth. But by! needleſs Schiſms and Factions, 
to weaken the common. Intereſt of Reformed Chriſtiani- 
ty, is todiſlipate the Church of God, and to defeat the 
great Ends of the Chriſtian Religion , which are, Sound 
and ftrong Faith ju Chriſt and his Promiſes, untcigned de- 
votion, purity of heart , innocence and integrity of lite, 
comman charity, brotherly love, humility, mutual torbear- 
ance, and condeſcention, unſhaken peace and concord. 
As this Latitude promotes the great Deſigns of Chriſts 
Goſpel, ſo it ſettles this Nation, and is, for matter of Reli- 
£100, its right and fure Baſis, Every good Foundation, lyes 


adequate to the Building to be laid thereon ; So any Polity 
Civil 
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(22) | 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, ſhould be propartionate to the peas 
ple to be governed thereby, The people that are of mo- 
ment in the Ballance of this Nation, are, though not uni- 
verſally, yet more generally rooted in Proteſtantiſm, as it is 
taken in its due latitude, and not as unduly reſtrained by the 
paſlions and intereſts of men : For in this they are one, 
though divided about leſler things. 

There hath been much diſcord between men of ſeveral 
Perfwaſlions, that throughly accord with each other in the 
ſame common Faith, as almoſt to expunge one another 
out of the Liſt of Proteſtants. Surely this 1s a m_ Error 
and a diſadvantage on all hands, as well to thoſe that ſtand 
on the Vantage-ground, as to others: For they that carry 
it after this Go do weaken the Common Intereſt of true 
Religion, and ſtrengthen the Common Adverſary that is 
irreconcilable, and diſparage themſelves as a narrow Party 
orFafion, That all thoſe who heartily embrace the Ex- 
gliſh Reformation el(tabliſhed by Law, are Proteſtants, will 
not be queſtioned by men of temperate ſpirits. And 
concerning the reſidue , let the ſober-minded judge, W he- 
ther they that aſſent to the Dottrine of Faith contained 
in the Articles of the Church of England, and do worſhip 
God according to that Faith, have right to be eſteemed 
Proteſtants. | Nas it Proteltancy taken In its due Ex» 
tent , doth ſway the Naticn, and 1s able to fettle its Peace 
againſt the Competition of any Rival; ſhould it not be en- 
compaſled according to that Extent, as much as is poſhble, 
in the Polity of this State ? 
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8g 3 C T, Xl. 
How momentous in the Ballance of the Nation, thoſe Prote- 


flants are, that diſſem from the preſent Eccleſiaſtical 
Polity. 


\ Fr Hether cogent Reaſon ſpeaks for this Latitude, 

V be it now conſidered , How momentows in the 
Ballance of this Nation, thoſe Proteſt ants are, which are diſ- 
ſatisfied in 1he preſent Eccleſeaſtical Polity. They are every 
where ſpred through City and Countrey ; they make no 
ſmall part of all ranks and forts of men; by Relations and 
Commerce they are fo: woven into the Nations Intereſt, 
that it isnot ealie to fever them , without unravelling the 
whole. They are not excluded from among the Nobzlity, 
among the Gentry they are not a few; but none are of more 
importance then they in the Trading part of the people, 
and thoſe that live by Induſtry, upon whoſe hands the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Nation lyes much. It hath been noted, that 
ſome who bear them no good will, have ſaid, That the very 
Air of Corporations is infeed with their Contagion. And in 
whatſoever degree they are, high or low, ordinarily for 
good underſtanding , ſteddineſs and foberneſs, they are 
not inferior to others of the ſame Rank and Quality ;, nei- 
ther do they want the Rational Courage of Engliſþ 
Men. 

As for the Miniſters of this Perſwaſton , ſome have cal- 
led them Fools for their Inconformity; others are report- 
ed to have ſaid , That the Church ſhould not ſo eaſily be rid 
of them, as if their Conformity had been dreaded by them. 
Some have pitied them, wiſhing that they would Conformz 
and others revile them , ſaying , Conform, or not Conform, 
newer fraff them. Howbeit, they make Solemn Appeals 


to the Moſt High God, That they dare not Conform , for 
Cons 
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(24) 
Conſcience ſake, and that it is not in the power of their 
own wills to relieve them. And whatſocver their grounds 
of ditlent be , they hold it out againſt all hopes of Indul- 


gence, whilſt many of them live in Neceſlitics, and moſt of | 


them upon the kindneſs of others. 

It is now about Five years fince a Full and Vigorous 
AF of Uniformity. at once cleared the Church of the 
ſuppoſed Enemies of her Polity. All Corporations have 
been New-model'd and changed as to the Principles and 
Tempers of perſons, for the better ſecuring of the Go- 
vernment in Church and State, The Private Meetings 
tor Religious Worſhip ( termed Conventisles )) areftridly 
prohibited , - Deportation being the Penalty upon the 


Third Conviction. And for the breaking and diſſipating # 


of the whole Party, it is provided by another Law , That 
the Non-conforming Miniſters be removed five miles diſt ant 
from theplaces of their uſual ſupports and influences. Such 
CAre 1s © ny and ſuch is the advantage both of Law and 
Power, to ({trengthen the State, and reſtrain Diflenters- 
Nevertheleſs, the State Eccleſtaſtical hath advanced little 
in the eſteem, acceptance, or acquieſcence of people, The 
Diſlenters are ſtill the ſame, and are rather ſtrengthned in 
their averſncls. And thoſe of them that repair to the 
publick Aſlemblics, retain their Principles of Reformation 
(as they ſpeak) without ſeperation. The Tndifferent 
lort of mcn are ſtill indifferent, and it may be have ſome 
kindneſs for the depretied Party , and pity them in their 
Sutterings. 
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| . + SECT, Xll, 
The' Extirpation of the Difſemters is both difficult and 
unprofitable. ' | | X 


P Eradventure ſome think their total Extirpation tobe 
the ſureſt way to publick Security, and! Peace ; and 
that great Severitzes will dothe work..;,, But Violent com 
pulſion and: Terror., comparts not with the ' nature , of 
Chriſtian Religion, which is a Rational Service, and ſeeks a 
willing people; and is not at all intruth , where it is not re» 
ceived with judgment and free choice, ,; | 
... Beſides, the/lucceſs of ſugh acourſe,may be; doubted of; 
fincethe i Proteſtant'fpirit & not likethe Popiſh,, Cruel and 
outragious and the nature' of Ezgliſh men. is not bloody, 
but” generoutly compaſſionate; : Wherefore in this Land to 
execute Extremity upon an inte}ligent,; fober and, peagegr 
ble:ſort:of men, fo numerous among all tanks ,, may prove 
cxceeding difticult,unteſsir be executed by fuch Inſtruments 
as may ftrike terror into the whole Nation. "The Civil Offi- 


+ 


* cersin general, may not be found ſo forward to aftiift-their 

quiet and harmleſs neighbours. Moreover, if ſeycrity uſed 
> Once for all » - could extinguiſh an, oppolite {'PATEY, 5; there: 
might beſome plea of Policy 3 but when Severity muſt ill 
 bejuſtified with more Severity, without an end , jt 3s like to 
! prove unlucky to the 'undertakers;.;. | 


Nor is the' Nation like to grow the better by the ſubver- 


| ſionof this fort, if it were gffefttd.,; For in, thega. no. fatal 
| partof| the Nations Sobricey, Fragality, and laduſtry.dogh; 
| reſide. -'T hey. are not the Great #eſters ,, but. maſtly, jo: 
| the number of Getters. Inmoſt places the dilplaceing of: 


them hath not encreaſed Civility. and. Converſation, 
among men and it makes not for their diſkpnour, that ma», 
ny will ſwear and be drunk , to declare they are none of 


| then, © E There 


(a6 
There is ſomething of more importance. To purge the 
Nation of this people;> may be to purge out more of its 
Vera utheh theltrengeh nt ilds State cambeas..: To ſup- 
preſs thoſe that are reckoned among the chief in, Tra- 
Cing, and whoſe Commerce is fo general, may beget a ge- 
neral dfffitetite- an infecurity; in Fraders;and:may help to 
drive away Trageitfelf, and: ſend: to/an emulaus ant) | 
emcroichifng Nation... Mirp wo mind, without offence, the ' 
event of ithins dmonguns 21 Dhe bulineſs:of the : Nation | 
hath not proceeded Wwirtoths current and: free patlage ex- 
pelted; nordeth/its Wealth and Glory .encreate. ; Trade 
nguilheth and Tradersfait:in great Numbers 5 zhe Rents 
of Latdfalbs theze>ls' eavcidy.1i of Money in City and 
Conrtry the Neceflicies 'and Dilficyilties of »>Ptivate:-E- 
ſtates aye common, and Complainings-are general. And 
after'a rontimed decay ;' things are; at laſt fallen and; 
funk match Jower-in. the Ruins! of: che; City::of 1: LONDON, 
'Ti#"the Nations hippjnef# te be-reveſtabliſhed upon Ithe' 
Aficient,) Ltgal Folndations; bur-)ifris che» irighe Rating: 
and piifſafng' 6f its tre Aneereſt,; by which it.comes ta a; 
firm conſiſtency,/#nd proportionable growth, .'- >: 1,  ,, # 
- But'this ſott bf. men are'i quilitive,, and therefote: troi-, | 
bleſtmme t& Rblers;t6:xw ton 'Qbedience. without idifpur; | 
cing, is tbft acceptable bt is fivitttetbthey; be as biunible; þ 
modeſt,: 2sihquiirive../ Yer cheſt inquoring men; ftang! 
much by that main Principle of - Proteſt antiſne , the ; Judg-; | 
ment of Di(c44130u} Indeed;:3he Churches Infallibilicy, 
26d the 0 pat Faithy = belp againit all Di- 
en y*W 


Piitess' eatihotibe ſod .rxet uſt the people: 


read the 'Scriptures; andthecublifhed: Dottrine of Faith, 
remains with us? And if nogreater latitude can be: al- 
lowed, then ts at preſent, /Race-of Non-corformifts..is hke 
to-run parallel with the Conforwiſtsto the worlds end. 
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The vepreſent ation of '#h# Difficulty;'b' #9 Thregthing ts 
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Uch as take this Reprefent& ion fora Chal! tothe 
Higher Powers, and a Demand of LIBERTY, anda 
Threatning , if it be'tidt granted! are too far tranſported 
with Paſlion., \ What ican , . of greater \ concertrent'to 
Governors, then to diſcern and conſider the ſtatciof their 
people, as it 18 indeed? And why may it not be minded 
by SubjeUs,, and; ſpokenaff without:any hbme dr rhvi q* 
of Rebellion? (Jt Subjeds:uſe Argpments.of Equity? a 
Safety:to:Pririces, it doth: not preſently ſpeak a Demind!: 
Arid it is Ho Threatning to: fay; . That Antors ghemſthlues 
wuſt: be, raled byi Reaſon , or do worſe./1 . 1 oi 1 
/ iThe txathis ;! ſhoutd thay: hoſe Cale lis beferargied, 
l{pon this earemerlitate Rebellion and TW ar} they] were 
abandoned of their awn Reaſon, and ould hureythems 
(elves into\a precipice. of) manitel} Rinin. Towvuth [int 
ways. of violence, .evidently;deftroys their Intereft;which 
ſtands; in maintaining}!Gach works:,-1and-providihg ſuch 


\ | things-a$ ane-profitable xv thebRorhmanwedlth ys: bhiti it 


may be known that the publiko!gdbdiconfilts)'by! thew, 


| as much as by others. 'To' abide. 'in /their Ratios; to 


have patience under grievances, 'to:ſweetentheir Govers 
nors by A modeſty vis thoir;beſtſecurity 3-who 

l4ogether withthefiruednterdftofithe Nutiibn, 
- Neverthelefs., : though :aptoplcs diſcompolitretoth4ot 
forcipeak wy and Thmwlts ,; yet'irimay denounce Wot 
and -44ſery, Can nothing undo arKingddm'; but{Rebel/i> 
6y and Treaſon ? -Was there ever.a.greates Separation from 
the Church, of Erglagd, then new is» Was there evet 
lels ſatisfaction among Mulgirudes:ehaty! where) 7 et 
2 79 E 2 | do 
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(28) 
do yet frequent her Aſſemblies? A State, that is free 
from violent Convulfive /motibns, may fall into a Paraly- 
zick,,..or Heetich, Diſtemper,.or an Atrophy. The Current 
of Vital Blood may beſtopt in its Veins. There be ſul- | 
len Mutinies, that make no noiſe, but may looſen all the | 


Joyntsand Ligaments of Polioy: ;! + 
T1 40:4: [; 


_—_ —— 
The Setling of the Nation by an' Eftablifhed Order , a To- 
leration, ard a Connivence. | - 


| fry Intereſt both of Refbrmed Chriftianity , and of Þ 
4 this Kingdom, require ai\more comptehenſive ſtate of |! 
Religion, the true Extent of that State will be no imperti- ! 
nent or unmeet. Inquiry. Such is the:complicated condition # 
of Humane Afairs , that it isexceeding difficult to deviſe a | 
Rule or Model that ſhall provide-'for all -whom Equity | 
Will plead for. //Therefore' the /Prudent''and)Sober will 
acqurieſce ih iany. Conſtitution that is 'm ſome good ſort 
proportionable to the Ends of Government, -All:that are Þ 
thought fit to abide with fecurity-in any-ſtate, may be re- * 
duced t6 Threeforts.: Firſt, Thoſe" that are of the Eſta- | 
bliched and Approved 'Order.' 2; Such as may be Tole- | 
rated under' certain Reſtriftions; - 41 Such as'may be on- | 
Iy connived at. : And accordingly the Setling of a Nati- | 
on may be made up of 'an Eſtabliſhment , a Limited Tole- | 
ration, and a Diſcreet Comnivence. To 'be'comprehended | 
within the ;Eftabliſhment , it is requiſite not only to: be of | 
importance in the Publick Intereſt: but -atſo of Princi- | 
0 om erm to ſuch ſtated Order inthe Church, as the | 
ability of the Commonwealth requires- - As for the two | 
later, Toleration and Connivence, they muſt be regulated 
with reſpect not only to common Charity, but alſo tothe 
Safety af the Eſtablithed Order. 75556 | 
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SECT. XV. 


Of the Eftabliſhed Order in RELIGION, and the Moderation 
therein required. . 


| S for the Eſtabliſhed Order , we preſume not here to 
A ermedals with the Form or Species of Church-Go- 
vernment;z but only to conſider the preſcribed Uniformi- 
ty of Judgment and Practice. Evident reaſon ſpeaks, That 
this be not narrow, but as broad and comprehenſive as it is 
poſlible , that of it ſelf, by its own force, it may be chief 
in ſway, and controle all diſſenting parties. Onthe other 
hand , it muſt not be looſe and incoherent, but well com- 
pacted, that it may attain the Ends of Diſcipline, which 
are to promote ſound Dottrine, and godly life, and to keep 
out Idolatry, Superſtition, and all wicked Error and Pra- 
ice that tendsto the defeating of the ' Power of Chriftian 
Verity, Now theſe Ends do not require a Conſtitution of 
narrower bounds, then things neceſlary to Chriſtian Faith 
and Life, and godly Order in the Church. Theſe things 
muſt be maintained, andclearly ſtated z but whatſoever is 
more then'theſe, may be matter of good intention and de- 
votiontoſome, but an occaſion of ſtumbling to others, 

If it be ſaid, Who ſhall judg what things are neceſſary ? 
This doubt might ſoon be refolved, if paſlion, and pre- 
judice, and private ends were vanquiſhed. But however, 
let it be put to the Reaſon and Conſcience of the Church 
of England: Why ſhould not the great things of Chriſtianity 
i the hands of wiſe Builders, be a ſufficient Foundation of 
Church-Unity and Concord? What need hath the Church 
to enjoyn more then what is neceſlary to Faith and Order ? 
Is not Moderation and Charity far more excellent,then glo- 
rying in Opinions, Formalities, and petty matters, to the 
regret of many Conſciences ? What if thoſe that queſtion 

her 


(30) 
her Injunc&tions, ſhould be weak , nice and captious? It is 
about matters of Divine Worthip, wherein God hath 
proclaimed his Jealouſiez and therefore if -they being 
over-jealous, doerre, they deſerve pity. 

Our Eccleaſfiaſtical Superiors are here earneftly beſought, 
Calmly and ſeripully to review the preforibed Unifoymi- 
ty, and tocpnlider how ſome parts thereot, which atthe 
beſt are but things indifferent , have been long diſputed, 
and by what manner of men, and what hath been argued 
for and againſt them 3; and how this Difference hath held, 
and ſtill encreaſed, trom Biſhop Haoper in King Ear ard's 
time, to the preſent Naz-conformiſts ; and then 'tojudg whe- 
ther a rational and conſcientious man may not poſlibly diſ- 


ſent from ſome of thele things, or at leaſt doubt of their ® 


Lawfulneſs; and in caſe of ſuch diflenting -or doubting, 
what he ſhould :do, ſeeing the ,Apoltle faith; in the caſe 
of Meats, He that | donbts, is dayuned if be.cat, becauſe 
he eateth mct of fajth. Cana man by Saubſcription' and 
Pradice ,, allow thoſe things which his Conſcience ratio» 
nally doubts to be finful? ;/ .: ;| 

. It js Honour, and:Pgwer jengugh for the Church, ito be 
enabled by her ;Authority '$q, qatarce , Gods! Command» 
ments, :., She is obſcryed and, honoured, as a Mother in 
deed , when by her. y iſdom and Care; her Childyen walk 
orderly according tothe Chriſtian laſtitution 3. and it may 
ſuffice her to chaltiſe thoſe of them that walk; contrary.to 
Chriſt, Though (be berof vexerable Authority, yet (be 
doth not glajm.an Jufalibiiity.z, and therefore ſhe'cannbt 
ſettle the Conſcience by her tole! Warrang, but'(tilli leaves 
room for doubting. And jn preſcriboad', Forms and Rites 
of Religion, the Conſcience that doth its office, will ine» 
vitably 1uterpouſe and concern itſelf; and it being unſa- 
tixfcd , jarrs and.rents will follow. Wofnl Experience 
Crycs un' Gus , Nomgre of ſuch InjunGions then ueeds muſt. 
Ihe 
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The-indifputable Truths of Faith ; and the indiſpenſable 
Duties of- Life, -are the main” obje& of Church-D{(ci- 
pline + therefote - an Hl chonce '13' made © when the viger 
of Diſcipline is exeretfed 'about lefler and! more diſpen- 
ſable thingy of meer Humane'Determination. © | 

;. The Sons of the Church of Ereland commend / the Mo- 
deratioh ufed in the Articles of Religion, being formed 
tb words'of' that extent , that men of different Perſivalt- 
ons about the Dottrines of: Predeſt ination ,] Divine Grate, 
and Free-will, did alike fubſcribe them. Nevertheleſs, 
the preſent Orders and Ceremonies inexorably impoſed, 
have been as much difputed among the Godly Learned, as 
thoſe: different Opinions abonr x A Docttrmes aforecfaid ; 
and yet who can thmk they are of as michk+raportance 
to the Subſtance of Religion ? 

Moreover, men might more eafily agree in the uſe of 
theſe little things, or of ſome of them, were their In+ 
ternal Judgments ſpared , and Subſeriptiops natinjoyned. 
They may bear with others in the practice of ſomethings, 
which themſclves cannot practice. ' . They may ſuljzmk 
ſome things , whictr they cannot |approve ; and that not 
for unworthy Ends, but for Conſcience ſake ; and chuſe 
rather to acquictkce in a Tolerable State, which for the main 
is {ound and gaod,, : rather then to endeavour. a total 
Change, which may be miſchievous, and at beſt is full of 
hazard. | Wiſe men know , That by haſty Changes they 
donot come to reſt and quietneſs, but only: change their 
Old Grievances for New ones.; If Pradtice falbciently 
uniform, that is to ſay;, without any ſcandalous differ- 
ence, may be: obtained frommen of difterent Perſwaſlions, 
Why ſhould Uniformity of Judgment be exalted, and 
men tempted in doubtful points; to ſet their Conſciences 
onthe Rack? If any number of Diſlenters were willin 
to-do, their uttermolt ;towards Compliance, why thould 
need- 
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(32) 
needleſs Choak-pears, which they could not ſwallow , be 
forc'd upon them? If the Church's Authority be had in 
reverence, if Order and Peace be kept, what matter is 
it from what ſpeculative Principles ſuch obſervance pro- 
ceeds? Thougha man ſo eomplying, be not of the ſame 
mind with his Superiors, yer he may have this honeſt 
Catholick Principle, To promote the ' commoy Intereſt 
of Reformed Chriſtianity, and to dread the weakning 
and ſhattering of it by needlefs Schiſms. As for anarrows=. | 
bounded Unifornicy both in Opinions, and petty Obſer- 
vations, it is no more neceſiary in the Church, then Uni- 
formity of Complexions and Viſages in the fame Civil | 
State 3 andis indeed no more attainable, where a,gene- # 
rous Freedom of Judgment is allowed. 7 


SECT: XVI. 


Whether the Diſſenters are capable of being brought into | 
.\ ſuch a Comprehenſion. 0 


ah Reaſon is urged on their behalf that are 
left without the lines of the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, ſome haply may ask , Will they themjeives hearken to | 
reaſon? Beit wide that ſome among them ſceminot re- 

ducible to a due publick Orderz but another fort there 
are, and thoſe of chiefeſt moment , whoſe principles are 
fit for Government ; the ſtability whereof hath been ex- 
perimented in thoſe Countreys where they have had the 
eff=Ctual concurrence of the Civil Powers. - Their Way 
never yet obtained in Erglznd, nor! were they ever fa- 
voured with the Maguſtrates vigorous aid, ſo much as for 
an Accommodation with the Eſtabliſhed! Polity : But 
their dittculties have ſtil] encreafed 3/ and how ſtreight ſo- 
ever the Terms impoſed on them, were in times before, the 
after-times have (till made them: ſtreighter, c—— 
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if they have been too much addicted to their own Opini- 
ons, or have committed ſome errors in the ,management - of 
their Aﬀairs, it is no marvel. It was not eaſie for ther, 
being deſtitute of the Magiſtrates influence, and lying un» 
der great dilcouragement aud difadvantage,always to keep 
ſtable and fure footing in ſuch a ſlippery place as Church - 
Diſcipline. The aflerting of their Diſcipline , isnot here 
intended; but the Inquiry is, Whether they be of a Judgment 
and Temper that makes them capable of being brought under 
the Magiſtrates Paternal Care and Condud , to ſuch a ſtated 
Order as will comport with this Church and Kinedom £ 

This is no undertaking Diſcourſe, it preſumes only to 
offer its Reaſon to equal and impartial Readers. When a 
Divine of great fame, andof nucheſteemwith the chict- 
eſt of the Engliſh Clergy, was taxed by the Jeſuit his Ad- 
yerſary , for being no Proteſtant, as refuſing to ſubſcribe 
the, Niue and thirty Articlesz he judged it a ſufficient An+ 
fiyer to teſtifie his belief, That the Doftrine of this Church 


* was br pure and. holy, that whoſoever lived according to it, 
ſhould 


undoubtedly be ſaved;& that there was nothing in it that 
might give juſt cauſe to any to forſake the Communion,or difturb 


* the Peacethereof. Who, or what is, there almolt, that this 


or the like Latitude would not encompaſs, when hearty 
endeavours are put forth to gain men ? The ſame: Catho- 
lick Spirit may dwell both in larger and ſtrifter judg- 
ments. One that cannot ſubſcribe to all things contain- 
ed in a Volume of Doftrines and Rules compiled by men 
ſubjet to. error , ws, beready to joyn with any- Church 
not depraved in the ſubſtance of ;Religion , that dothnot 
impoſe upon his belief or practice, things unfound or doubt- 
ful. as the terms of her Communion. 

The Presbyterians generally hold the Church of England 
to be a true Church , though defeCtive in its Order and 
Diſcipline 3 and frequent the ——— God in the pub» 
"li like 
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like Aſſemblies, And many of thoſe that preſs carneſtly 
after further Reformation, do yet communicate as well in 
 theSacraments, asthe Word Preached, and Prayer. And 
a way might be opened for many more to do as mach, by 
a ſafe and cafe condeſcention of thoſe in Authority. 

The Miniſters of the Presbyterian Perſwafion, mn their 
Propofals preſented' to His Majeſty , declare , T hat they 
do not,-nor ever did renounce the true Ancient Primitive | 
Fpiſcopacy, or Preſidency, as it wasballanced or managed 
by a due commixtion of Presbyters therewith. That they 
are ſatisfied in their judgments concerning the Lawfulneſs 
of a Liturgy or Form of Worſhipz and they” Petirjon 
His Majeſty , That for the ſetling of the Church in Uni- 
ty and Peace, ſome Learned, Godly , and Moderate Di- 
vines, indifferently choſen, may be employed to compile 
a Form, as much as may be, in Scripture-words ; or at leaſt 
tu Reviſe, and effeftually Reform the Old. Concerning 
Ceremonies , they profeſs to hold themſelves obliged in 
every part of Divine Worſhip,'to do all things decently 
and 'm order; and to be willing therein to be determined 
by Authority, in ſach things wbeing meerly circumltanti- 
al, are common to humane aftions , and are to be ordered 
by the Light of Nature, and Humane Prudence, according 
to the general Rules of Gods Word. - But ' as for divers 
Ceremonies formerly retained in the Church of Exgland, 
m asmuch, as they contribute nothitg to the neceflary de- 
cency which the Apoſtle required, and draw too near the 
Gignificancy and moral efficacy of Sacraments, and have 
been rejected together with Popery , by many of the Re- 
formed Churches abroad, and ever ſince the Keſormation, 
have been matter of endlefs Diſpute in this Church, and 
an occaſion of great ſeperation, and are at the beſt, indif- 
ferent, and in their own nature mutable, they. defire they 
benot impoſed; and they heartily acknowledg his _ 
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ſty to be Supreme Governour over all Perſons, and over 
all Things and Cauſes in theſe his -Dominions, 

Upon theſe Propoſals, His Majeſty in His Declaration 
concerning Eccleſiaſtical Affairs , hath thus graciouſly ex-+ 
preſled himſelf; ** We muſt for the Honour of all thoſe of 
« either Perſwaſion, with whom We have conferred , de- - 
6 clare, That the Profeſſions and Deſires for the advance- 
© ment of true Piety: and Godlineſs, are the ſame; | their 
© profeſſions of Zeal for the Peace of the Church, the 
«ſame; of Aﬀection and Duty to Us, the ſame. They all 
< approve Epiſcopacy ; they all approve a ſet-form of Li- 
**turgy 3 and they all diſapprove and diſlike the fin of Sa- 
& criledg and Alienation of the Revenues of the Church. 
* Andit upon theſe Excellent Foundations, in ſubmiſſion 
*© toWwhich there is ſuch a harmony of AfﬀeCtions, any Su- 
* perſtrudture ſhould be raiſed to the ſhaking of theſe 
&* Foundations, or the contracting | and ' leflening of th 
< bleſled gift of Charity , which is a vital part'of Chris 
© (tian Religion , We ſhall think our ſelves very unfortu- 
©* nate, and even ſulpe& that We are defective in that Ad+ 
_ _—_— of Government with whichGod hath intruſt- 
cc Us. | 34%. 4 

Afﬀer theſe things, the Miniſters' commiſſioned for the 
Reviewof the Licurgy ,' mi their aocount of that Buſineſs, 
thus addreſs themſelves to His Majeſty: © Though the 
* Reverend Biſhops have riot had time to conſider of our 
* Additions tothe Liturgy, .audof one Reply 3 We hum- 
*bly crave that it ma conſidered before a-Determi- 
nation be made. Though we ſeemto have laboured in 
< yain, welkall lay this Work of ' Reconciliation! at Y 
« Majefties feet. We mult believe, that when Your M 
< zeſty topk our :Confent to a Liturgy to be a Foundati- 
* on, that would infer our Concord You'rmemt now that 
* we ſhouldihave:no Goncord ,- but by conferttitig - this 
F 2 itur- 
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** Liturgy without any- conſiderable Alterations. And 
* when Your Majeſty commanded us by Lerters Patents, 
*to mect about ſuch Alterations as were needfu}, or expe- 
* dient-to give (atisfaCtion' to tender Confciences , and 
<*the reſtoring and continuing of Peace and Unity; We 
5 reſt aſlured 1t was not Your Majeſtics ſenſe that thoſe 
« tender Conſciences ſhould be forced to practice all which 
<*they judg unlawful, or not ſo much 'as a Ceremony | 
*{hould be abated them; or that our Treaty was only 
© toconvert either party to the Opinionof another; and 
* that all our hopes of Liberty and Concord, conſiſted 
5 only in diſputing - the Biſhops into Nox-conformity , or | 
* coming in every Ceremony to their mind. 7 

This 1s the Church's miſery , T hat when any particular 
Intereſt grows in Proſperity and Power, and can carry- all | 
before it ,, Condeſcention preſently ceaſeth on that fide. 
And ſo the diſagreeing parties in the ſeveral viciſlitudes of 
Pubtick Aﬀairs, tread 'down one another; -and 'Juſtifie 
themſelves by the like miſcarriages of their — 
when time was. By this means the Church's diſtempers 
and breaches are perpetuated,andReligion in general ſuffers 
much damage and ſcorn, But it wants be the glory of that 
party that ſtands onthe Vantage-ground, togive a lead- 
ing Example of unconſtrained eration. 


_ SECT. XVIL Ef 
Arqwieſcence in the Widened Eſtabliſhment , is the Safety of 
- | Religion, = ah | 

Fit be ſaid , Thata little yeelding doth but make way 
|| for further Incroachments; we | Pane that Gover- 
nors know how far to truſt , and what it is fit-to grant, 
if fubjets know not what is fit for them to ask.' Perſons 
allowed -in the Publick Service, may eafily be kept in | 
| that 
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that dependance on the State, which ſhall prevent the dan- 
ger of an Anti-Clergy.' Weſuppole likewiſe , that a ſound 
Church-Government is riot ſo weak and totterimg, that the 
Abatement of ſome Rigors in things at beſt but indi:tcrenr, 
will hazard its overturning, +. jt 
The wiſer ſort of Ditlenters,; whoſe:/Conformity!, were 
they gained, would maſt avail , ate'weary of thetettrites, 
and conſider what is pallable. in.the ſtattvof England i and 
might ſettle this Church. They dread the Confequents 
of Changes, the hurrying into-other! Extreams, (and rhe 
wild excurſions of ſome Girits, They would not be left 
again tothe late uncertainty, and cominual' Vaeittarions 'in 
Government ; and they have Jong fince ſeen the manito]: 
Errors committed in the Policy of the late times. They 
know that ſuch unfixed Liberty: would not ſecure them. And 
therefore it may well be thought, they would: accept reu- 
ſonable terms, and reſt ſatisfied-therein; - 10 20. 77 2710 10 
Butt this Conſideration is taken by the wrong Handle ; "if 
this ſober and ſteddy part of the —— be flight- 
ed and judged the leſs conſiderable, becauſe they are caſt in- 
to one condition as to the Law, with others that are of more 
unmanageable and unſtable Principles. ' For: who 'can' tell 
how time may work out: thirigs.; and frame :the Spiritsof 
the unſober to a greater ſoberneſs ;| and diſpoſe them'to a 
better conſiſtency among themſelves? But howſoever, can 
it make for the Publick Weal , That the more diſcreet and 
moderate fort , that might cafily be brought in, ſhould be 
inforced to continue the chief reputationand ſtrength of a 
divided Party ? | WT 


£ 
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1. SE OF-EVE wo 
.Of Toleration axd Connivence, 


| Dd Impartial Reaſon judg , Whether a ſwaying, or 
at leaſt a momentous part of thoſe.that cloſe not with 
the preſent ſtate Eccleſiaſtical , may not be incompalled in 
an Eſtabliſhment of ſuch a latitude, as may —_——_ 
this Church ,, and conſequently promote the Peace, Wealth 
and Honour of the Civil State. 

. As for others that are of found Belief, and gocd Life, 
yet have taken in ſome Principles of. Church-Government 
leſs congruous to National Settlement, T would never be 
a means of expoling them to Oppreſiion , Contempt and 
Hatred , but would admit their Plea, as far as it will go. 
For it God hath received them , why ſhould their fellow- 
ſervants rejet or afftict them caufleſty > Every true Chri- 
ftian ould be:tender of 'all-that love the Lord Jeſus in 
liacetityc'- 1 Yb ns [C793 i” 
-,\Nevertheleſs, ,their Liberty pleaded for , is not tobe 
inordinate;: but meaſured 'and liadited by the fafety of true 
Religion in'general, and of the publick Eftabliſhed Or- 
derzi which tnotunpradtticable : 'For theworld/wants not 
an Experiment of the ſafety of va Toleration or Indulgence 
{; regulated. Re” 


SECT: XI 3%) 


Diſſenters of | Narrow anil Rigid Prinitiplet, adviſed to. Mo- 


deration. 


A S Authority may be too prone to err in the Severi- 

ty of Impoling; ſo Subjetts may þe too wilful in 
-refuling to obey. As an explicit Aſlent; and Approbiati- 
on ,) 'may by Superiors be too rigidly exatted in doubtful 
things; 
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things 3 ſo the unreaſonable ſtiffneſs and harſhneſs of Ty- 
feriors, may keep 'theny fromthat' compliance tn pradtice; 
which their Conſcience ( becalm'd from Paflion and Pre- 
judice ) would not gainfay.- Aflervile, fawning, tempori- 
zing Spirit, is vile enough; but that which is ſedate, caſti- 
7ate, and ſubdued to Reaſon, is not only -plealing to Ga- 
vernours, but alfo of great avail for Publick Peace. 
Every Chriſtian ſhould be deeply ſenkble of the.com- 
mon Intereſt of Reformed Chriſtianity ,' which is icoq- 
parably more valuable then thoſe private Opinions; atid 
little narrow Models , which may have much cf his fanc 
and affeftion,. Well-minded perſons may eafify be dece bs 
ved touchingtheir private Sentimenty in' Religi&n/ They 
may think they arc under the uncontrolable Sway of 'Cv 
ſcience, wha indeed they are but bound iip' by Cuſtom, 
Education , Complexion , or ſome other kindof Preju- 
dice. . -For ones own ſake, one would gladly berid of ſuch 
Confinements, and walk-more at libetty ;-'But much more 
ſhould one ſtrive tobe as comprehenfive-as 'may be; for 
the common ſafety, and- advancement*'of 'triie Religion, 
which cannot ſtand by ſuch uncertainty and maltiphcity 
of petty forms , but requires- an ample and well-ſetled 
ſtate, to defend and -propugate it againſt rhe amplitude 
and potency-of| the Romah Intereſt, NES 
ſober ſhould not eaſily ferthe upon ſuch Opinidhs th Church. 
Order, as will never ſettlethe Nation, but tend rather to 
infinite perplexity and diſcompolure. OE 
Howfoever, I wilt not bear too hard upon aty thing 
that may o_ey ayes nmr , which, thoagh er- 
roneous, ſhould tot be harſhly 'dealt with.  Nevert clefs, 
if (when all is faid ?) fome diflatisaRion doth inyincibly 
pdticfs the ) nt, -in that eaſe Chriſtian Humility and 
Charity , as well as Diſcretion, adviſcth ſach perſons ro 
acquiefce in their private Security and Freedom, and not 
ro 
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to reach after that, Liberty that'may unſettle, the Publick 
Order, and undermine the Common Safety. | | 


SECT. XX. 


This Comprebenſiye State of Religion further conſidered, with 
reſped to Three important Intereſts : Firlt to that of the 
KING. | | 


TOR the removing of #1! conceived Prejudices, let 
'T* this deſired Latitude of Religivn, be conſidered with 
reſpe@ to the ſeveral Intereſts of the King, of the Church 
and Clergy ,,, and of the Nobility,ang Gentry, Firſt let 
it be examined in reference to the latereſt of Regal Ma- 


jeſt |» pins 14 » | Lhe 

The Non-conformiſts, and others inclinablego their way, 
are by ſome:charged with ſuch Principles as detract much 
from Kingly Power and Dignity.,, and tend to advance 


Popular FaGion..  It.jis:contelled, they haye been eager 
Aſlertors of Legal, Liberties, yet herein they were notdin» 
gular, hutin almoſt all -PABLJAMENTS have had the 
concurrenceof many good Patripts that were not touch'd 
with the leaſt tincture of Pariteviſee. T hey profeſs much 
affection to MONARCHY, and Royal: Family; and 
think they haye , made 1t Appear,by their hazardous decla- 
ring agyjnli the. defigned Deathof ourlate Soveraign, and 
their vigorous. Actingsfor the Reſtitution of His Majeſty 
that now is. They are ſo well ſatisfied, as none more , in 
the Angient, Fundamental. Conſtitution of this Kingdom. 

- This Arraigument of SIOUPDORdr feces about 
Govergmeny, may haply.vrorredmpod Miſtake: There is 
xeaſ]n enough,to, think;,:Tbat..the many late Diſputes 
about -Prerogativeand Liberty , are Contraverſte orte Hon 
prime ,, that they had, thezr ,riſe. from ſomething. elle, 
which 1yes at, the battomy.. Both tormeg and preſent times 
ſp 0 


_ 


Ax -_ a_ 4 ©'v.c = 


- . 
DL 


(41) 

do thew., That the A4nti-Paritar Intereſt , when occaſion 
ſerves, and the urgency of Affairs requires, can contelt with 
Princes, and pretend Conſcience too, in croſſing their De- 
ſigns. Inclinations and Intereſts, more then Speculative O- 
pinions, will be found to have born the ſway , and cauſed 
thoſe aftive motions on the one hand, and the other. Theſe 
Dogmata or Problemes about Obedience and Government, 


= dobur little, where mens. Aﬀections and Concernments do 
; not givethem ſpirit and vigor. 'The praCtical Judgment 


of Interiors, hath a bias in this caſe, according to their 
Superiors Benignity or Aſperity towards them. High ſtrains 
of ſpeech may eaſily proceed from ſuch as flatter their Go- 


= vernors, or know not themſelves; but they are worthy of 
> credit, that ſpeak credible things- | 


The wiſe man faith , He that repeateth a matter, ſeparateth 
very friends, Alooking back to former diſcords , marrs 
the moſt hopeful Redintegration. Acts of Indempnity, are 
Aqs of Oblivion alſo, ant muſt; be ſo obſeryed.. Let nat 


| the way of Peace be barr'd by the framing of ſuch Telts. 


as may perplex the minds of men., but add no real ſecurit 
to the Higher Powers. For as ſome ſet their wits a work 
in framing , ſo do others in evading the deſigns of ſuch 
Engagements. Andof thoſe that deviſe . how to evade 
them, ſome may-deal ſeriouſly , and others perhaps may ti- 
fle with Conſcience; but the internal. Judgments of both 
remain what they were before. The common Evalions or 
Violations of fuch bonds among all partics in our times, 
do ſhew , That they are not the way. toiroot out inveterate 
Opinions. But there is a furer, way.to obviate the evil.ten- 
dency of ſuch Opinions, and to render them; inctieQual. 
For it is not this or that narrow conception or notion, but 
ſome greater thing , that rules the ations of humane life. 
The condition of the diſlatisfied, may without damage, or 
juſt ſcandal to any, be made ſuch , That their far greater 
WG num- 
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number ſhall not long for changes, but gladly embrace pre- 
ſent things; and then the implacably evil-minded would 
want matter to work upon, ' and: reſt without hope of di- 
ſturbing the Publick Peace. 

Moreover, all Loyal Principles are not incloſed in ſome 
Poſitions, in which may be much-variety and uncertainty of 
opinion , and in which both Theological and Political Ca- 
ſuiſts ( and they great Afertets of Monarchical Govern- 
ment ) have written doubtfully. Men of different appre- 
henſions in ſuch things, may be indued with the ſame pru- 
dence, ſobernefs, common charity , love of Publick Tran- 
quility, reverence of Regal Majetty, conſcience of Allegt- 
ance, and an awful regard of Divine and Humane Laws. 
Men of nicer Judgments, may have as loyal hearts as 
thoſe of greater latitude. And why ſhould the judgments 
of ſuch men be rack'd, and their ſpirits vexed wither 
rious ſcrutinies? The ancient Sacred Bonds of Fidelity, 
are not queſtioned; and if they do not, what others can 
oblige and awe'the'Confcience ?  10'Y 

The extent of Prerogatives Royal, of the Priviledges 
of PARLIAMENTS, and of 'the Peoples Immunities, is 
not matter fit for common diſquifition, but requires to be 
kept among the Sectets' of: Government. It might have 
been far better, if theſe points had'been more gently'thnd 
warily handled on all fides. The Exh C ingeneral) 
are an ingenuous and open-hearted people; and if un- 
lucky accidents diſcompoſe themnot , they areof them- 
felves diſpoſed to have their Kings in great venerations 
and doubtleſs their fatisfaction and good eſtate, is their 
Soveraigns true repoſe. 04% oi 160 7 oftg 
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| SECT. ,XXI. | ' 
Secondly , To the" Intereſt of the Church 'and Clergy. 


T7: the next place, let this Comprehenſive ſtate be cxami- 
ned, with reſpect to the Intereſt of' the Church of Emg- 
land. The DoGrine of Faith and Sacratnents by Law eſta- 
bliſhed ; is heartily received by the' Nor-conformiſts, and 
it 1s like to be the Baſis of their ſtanding in Exgland, as 
long as Proteſtant Religion ſtands. How far they 'ap- 
prove Fpiſcopacy and Litwrgy , hath been' above declared. 
Their difent-is 1n ſome parts of Divine Worthip '( as they 
lay )-not appointed of God., but deviſed by men; alſo m 
the frame of the Engliſh Hierarchy , as it differs from the 
Ancient Epiſcopacy 3 and they avow they are under ti6 
_—_ to extirpate or impeach that ancient Form. The 
Miniſters of this Perſwalion are Godly and Learned; able 
and apttoteachthe people; and'noſmal} part of the Con- 
pregations in Bygland teeT the loſs of them, Doth-the 
ord of the Harveſt command that ſuchLabourers be thruſt 
out of his Service ? And will the chief Shephcrd at his 
appearing juſtihe this uſage of his faithful Servants? 

The Biſhops. and dignifted Clergy , and thoſe of their 
Perſwafion, have the advantage of Law and Power. But 
can they believe that the Church of God in theſe Nations, 
is terminated in them alone ? It is hoped that Chriſt hath 
a larger Intereſt in theſe Realms. Shall it be faid of the 
Engliſh Prelacy,, That it cannot ſtand without the ez<Uion 
of Thouſands of Orthodox, Pious Miniſters? O1 that it 
dreads a general diffufion of knowledyg in the people ? Or 
that this is a Maxime thereof, No Ceremony, #0 Biſhop 
as if the Biſhop's work were at an end, and his oftice of 
no force, if Ceremonies were left indifferent? Is an'Ec- 
clefiaſtical Government!, that pleads Apoſtolical Inſtituttr- 
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on, and Univerſal reception , fo weak and feeble, thar 

odly and peaceable men , preaching only the indubita- 
ble truths of Chriſtianity , would undermine it? If any 
ſhould preach what is Schiſmatical and Seditious, they are 
liable to Reſtraints and Cenſures, according to their deme- 
rits. Why.will the eſtabliſhed Clergy refuſe their Brethren, 
and {et them at ſuch a diſtance? Is 1t their honour, ſtrength, 
or ſafety , that ſuch,mien ſhould. be numbred among their , 
oppolites? 

The intrinſick and permanent State of Prelacy, is not 

advanced by theſe preſent Rigors. - It is not more rooted 
inthe heatts of people, nor are many gained pver-that 
would ſtick. cloſe to it in a time of tryal. The dread, 
that is of its Cenſures, ariſeth from the ſubſequent tem- 

oral Penalties. And however it be, its Chariot drives 

ut heavily, It cannot meaſure its ſtrength by the number 
of Conformiſtz, among whom there are many .that are 
a reproach unto it, and many that are very indifterent menz 
and there are the Latitutinarians, that are accounted but 
luke-warm Corformiſts; and many that ſubmit, may not like 
the impoſing 3 and men may think divers InjunGtions (that 
are not ſimply unlawful ) tro be burdenſame and inconve- 
nient , and would be glad toſhake off the yoke, | A great 
Prelate before the late Warrs, is reported to ſay, That the 
Conforming Puritan was the Devil of the Times. And of 
thoſe that zealouſly affect the eſtabliſhed Order, there are 
not a few that diſguſt the behaviour of. Church-men , and 
are ready toupbraid them with the known moderation of 
many whom they haveejefted; yea, the more conſiderate 
Sons of the Church, do obſerve and bewail ſuch dangerous 
miſcarriages by Simony, Pluralities, Non-reſidency, and Pro- 
faneneſs, asthreatena ſecond downfall. The world takes 
notice what men are caſt out; and what is, the condition 


of multitudes that are retained in the Service of the Church. 
There 
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Therearea ſort of men of great Worth and Reputation 
in the ſeveral Orders cf this Kingdom, that indeed affect 
Epiſcopacy, but ſee the inconvenience and danger of this 
Severity, and would have things carried with Diſcretion 
and Equity, and are ready to do good offices for the deprel- 
ſed Party. If the Afﬀairs of the Commonwealth ſhould g0 
backwards, can the Clergy alone be at reſt in their Honour, 
Power and Wealth? Though of later times it hath been ſaid, 
No Biſhop, #o King 3 yet it isnot evident , That the preſent 
frame of Prelacy hath an immutable Intereft in the Regal 
Name and Power. 

The Religion of any State will ſink, if it be not held up 
in its venerable Eſtimation among the people; and it can- 
not be long held in reverence, if 1t hath neither the reality, 
nor appearance of Devction and Sanctity, That which is 
diveſted of the Diſguiſes and Impoſtures of Romifh Super- 
ſtition, had need to be ſpirited with Life and Power. Minds 
touch'd with Devotion, will look either to the way of true 
and real Godlineſs, or to the Popiſh Bodily Exerciſe. It is 
here fincerely wifh't, That the Clergy may hold their ſtate 
in ſafety and honour 3 That they may never be laid low for 
want of meet Revenue or Dignity ; That they may always 
preſerve a reverend eſteem of their Perſons and Offioe. But 
then the Biſhops muſt not be the Head of ſuch Miniſters, as 
for ignorance and lewdneſsare a ſcandal and ſcorn to their 
Neighbours; nor of ſuchas incourage profaneneſs,and de- 
prave ſeriouſneſs and diligence in Religion and ſtrictneſs of 
life, under the ſcandal of Puritaniſm, Fanaticiſm , or ſuch 
like names of reproach; They muſt ſo manage their Go- 
vernment, that under it the ſound knowledg of God may 
encreaſe through the,Land 3 that holineſs and righteouſneſs 
may flouriſh ;, that their influence may diſpoſe men to do 
thoſe things that are honeſt, and pure, and comely,and ver- 


tuous, and praiſz-worthy. To this may be added the —_ 
0 
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of the Church in a due extent, that 'it may'incompaſs ſy 
much as may enable it to vanquiſh whatſoever is inconfis 


{tent with it; and to keep within compaſs whatſoever may 


be tollerated under it. 

The great danger and damage which may be dreade& to 
enſue this moderation,(which nevertheleſs may poffibly not 
enſue.it) is but the cutting off ſome Luxuriances from ſome 
in the Higheſt Order; or the ſharing among many what was 
ingroſled by a few. And the Church deth not change for the 
worle, if ſome diminution of greatneſs in a very few per- 
ſons makes way for a mare general amplitude, ſtability 'and 
peace; and the Clergy enjoy an Eſtate of Power, Plenty 
and Honour, with leſs envy and hazard of undermining: © 


SECT. XXIL. 
Thirdly , To the 1ntereff of the Nobility and Gentry. 


'Here is another Intereſt , that of the Nobility and Gerr* 

try, which is worthy of regard in this Inquiry. The 
Latitude and Liberty here diſcourſed,is thought to give too 
great advantage to he Citizens and the Commonalty ; as alſo 
to make all ſorts more knowing , and leſs ſervile 3 and con- 
ſequently, lefs obſequious to the wills of great men. And 
the doubt is, whether the Nobles and Gentlemen of England 
can maintain their Authority and Splendor, with the Free- 
dom of Citizens and the common people. Surely in the 
times of their Anceſtors they were in as much ſplendor and 
power, as they have been in the memory of this Age; and 
yet in thoſe times both Citizens and Yeomanry were' rich 
and free, brave and worthy in their own rank. And it may 
be the higher Degrees in Fg/axd would never be ſo advan- 
ced, as ſome have conceited, if the meaner ſort were redu- 
ced to the condition of the French Peaſantry. For there is 
another Spirit in the Ergliſh People, which peradyenture 


may 
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may not be vanquiſhed at leſs charges then diſſipation of 
the ftrength and riches, and all the glory of this Land, Be- 
fides, Trade which is the Life of England; muſt be managed 
by a people not of a flaviſhand fordid eondition, And in 
a Trading Nation, things do fo paſs to and fro, and run from 
. one hand to another, that New Men by their Wealth will 
be always getting up intothe rank of Gentlemen, and for- 
mer Gentile Families will be decaying. There is a Liberty 
for every Native to purchaſe Lands; and though ſome of 
our Tenures began in the Vaſialage of meaner men to great 
ones, yet they are now by cuſtom of later Ages, become fo 
4 ly that they are fit for any ingenuous perſons to take 
them) up. Moreover, the Exg/;fþ Gentry are Commons , ac- 
cording to the main frame of this Polity 3 and that great 
Convention where they meet in their chiefeſt Power, 1s the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, in which they repreſent the 
univerſality of the Commons of all Counties, and Cities, 
and Burroughs :: And therefore the free Eftate of the Com- 

ons, is the true Intereſt of Gentlemen, And how ground- 
le and fruitleſs is all evil emulation between the Gentry 
and Citizens, or Traders! For they mutually uphold each 
other, or both muſt fall to the ground, Many Gentile Fami- 
lies are the Off-ſpring of former Citizens 3 and many Cici- 
zensarethe ſons of Gentlemen. And when the Eſtates of 
ancient Gentry are finking, their Marriage with Citizens is 
an ordinary means of mas nocers vo. them. And if Tra- 
ders fail, the Revenue of the Gentry mult fail alſo; whoſe 
Lands did never bear that Price, nor yeeld that Annual 
Rent.that of late they have done, till the Nation became 
great in Foreign Trade, If emulation of Gallantry be any 
matter of grudg between them, the Citizens may how the 


Gentry to their own Garbs, and retain a grave habit to 
themſelves, in which they my luiiciently exprels their: 
Wealth, as their Predeceliors 


id betore them. For 1t is 
generous 
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generous ſotodoa. Andas for the Nobility'and Gentry; 
their Honour lyes in upholding their Families , and bearing 
{way in their Countries 3 and they do the one by diſcreet 
and liber#Frugality z; andthe other by having and uſing 
greater Abilities then the vulgar, for their Countries Ser- 
VICE, 


'SECT. XXIN. 
The general Security that comes by this Latitude. 


HE chief Prejudices have been conſidered; and theſe 


three Important Intereſts being known atight ,' are 
found not to oppole, but to require this Latitude of Reli- 
gion. Furthermore , our common Security and Freedom, 
earneſtly perſwades it: For the Severities of Law againft 
Diſlenters, may at length come home to them or theirs, who 
take themſelves to be Fi out of the reach thereof. And the 
inforcing of thoſe Penalties may need ſuch ways and means, 
as may trouble them who are render of the Lawful Rights 
and Liberties of Ergl;ſh-men. But the Common Peace be- 
ing once firmly ſetled in this Comprehenlive ſtate,all Necef- 
ſity of Powers and Proceedings extraordinary , will diſap- 
pear, and vanifh away. 

Finally, The more Pacifick we areat home, the more 
Powerful and Formidable ſhall we be abroad. But our 
Breaches are too well known,and make little for our Repu- 
tation or Advantage in Foreign parts. What can it avail, 
to diſturb a People that would ſettle in peace , and whoſe 
Peace is accommodated to the Publick Weal, and bound up 
together withit? It muſt needs be fruitleſs and unfortu- 
nate,” and cauſe perplexities and miſcarriages in. the chief- 
eſt Afﬀairs of State. It is a ſaying of. the wiſeſt of Kings, He * 
that troubles his own Houſe , ſhall inherit the wind. 


FINIS, 


